VIII
DIPLOMACY BEFORE THE WORLD WAR
THE INTERVAL OF QUIET
THE thirty years which elapsed between the Treaty of
Berlin (1878) and the annexation of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina by Austria-Hungary (1908) were replete with diplo-
matic moves and countermoves on the part of the Great
Powers, resulting ultimately in their realignment into the
two combinations of the Triple Alliance and the Triple En-
tente and reflected in their jockeying for position in the
Balkans. Yet the records show that throughout the greater
part of this period none of the Powers sought actively to
disturb the status quo in that region. The secret agreement
signed at Berlin on June 18, 1881, by the representatives of
Austria-Hungary, Germany and Russia, commonly known
as the "League of the Three Emperors," sought to insure
the status quo in the Balkans in general and the territorial
integrity of European Turkey in particular, conditioned
upon the maintenance of the regime of the Straits as laid
down in the treaties of 1856 and 1871. In this respect the
stipulations of Article 3 of the secret agreement were spe-
cific and unequivocal:
"The Three Courts recognize the European and mutually
obligatory character of the principle of the closing of the
Straits of the Bosphoms and of the Dardanelles, founded on
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